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research.”
Egan concluded saying, “Wildlife 

Services is the worst representative 
of any federal agency. Rep. Peter De-
Fazio (Democrat - Oregon) has even 
recommended de-funding them.”

Jekyll resident Beverly Hopkins 
wanted to know more about contra-
ceptive methods. Hopkins said, “Fripp 
Island is using contraception, non-
lethal population control,  in partner-
ship with Tufts University.”

Hopkins also said, “I have also re-
searched plants that deer won’t eat 
and they don’t eat the Yucca plants 

(aka Spanish bayonet) from the old 
convention center.”

According to the deer management 
report the spotlight survey showed Je-
kyll Island has one deer per 8 acres, or 
80 deer per square mile.

There are 712 deer on the island; 
121 of which are bucks, 463 are does, 
and 128 are fawns. 73% of the deer 
were counted in and along the golf 
course.

80 deer per square mile clearly in-
dicates deer are overpopulated and 
should be reduced to somewhere in 
between 20-30 deer per square mile.

The report continued: Some have 
asked whether deer management on 
Jekyll is necessary. In the case of deer 

management, we do have a choice. 
Management is not necessary per se. 
We could instead choose to gamble on 
Jekyll Island’s ecosystem health. How-
ever, there is clearly a better choice 
that is supported by the Jekyll Island 
Conservation Plan and by widely-held 
natural-resource management prin-
ciples, one that would benefit our com-
munity as well as our environment. 
That choice has been laid out here.

In concluding his presentation, 
Carswell mentioned that Dr. Terry 
Norton, who heads up the Sea Turtle 
Center approved the deer  manage-
ment and that Susan Shipman, for-
mer director of the Coastal Resources 
Division of the DNR, supported the 

deer management report and said 
that Shipman is also working with 
deer management at Cannons Point 
which is owned by the St. Simons 
Land Trust.

“There will always be white tailed 
deer on Jekyll Island,” Carswell said.  
“We want to restore the balance and 
be 100 percent in line with DNR’s 
management of wildlife.”  p
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